
Canada, U.S. & 
Mexico release 

text of USMCA 
for 
Congressional 
review

Oct. 1, 
2018

Congressional 
Review period 

concludes.

Parties sign 
agreement.

Potential timing for 
Congressional vote on USMCA 

(vote must accept or reject 
trade deal as is – no 
modifications allowed).

Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador

takes office as 
President of 
Mexico

Dec. 1, 
2018

U.S. Mid-Term 
elections 

(potential change 
in Congressional 
balance of power)

Lame Duck Period *Nov. 6, 
2018

Q2 2019 Q3 2019 Q4 2019 / Q1 2020

Potential initiation of 
legislative processes 

and ratification by 
Canadian and 
Mexican legislative 
bodies.

Ratification in Canada 
could be delayed until 
Q4 2019 by federal 
election campaigning 
if ratification does not 

occur by end of June 
2019.

Nov. 30, 
2018

Implementation of 
USMCA takes 

place on first day 
of third month 
after all parties 
ratify

Canadian Federal 
Election

Oct. 21, 
2019

Potential Timeline for USMCA Implementation**

*    Interim period between U.S. Congressional elections and Congressional transfer of power. Ratification of USMCA highly unlikely during this period, but possible.
** This timeline is based on key milestones in the U.S. legislative process. However, some milestones have the potential to occur over a broader time range than set forth 

in this document and, therefore, the timeline for implementation could be extended significantly. This timeline is intended as a general guide only and is subject to change.

Q1 2019

Due date for 
International 

Trade 
Commission 
(ITC) report 
outlining 
economic 

impact of 
USMCA (105 
days after 
signing)

March 15, 
2019

Jan. 29, 
2019

Due date for 
President to 

provide 
Congress with 
report on 
legislative 
changes 

required for 
USMCA

Congress will 
have 90 

“session days” 
(excluding 
recesses) to 
consider and 
vote on the 

agreement


